To the General Assembly of the State of North-Carolina.

The Petition of Susanna Price, w:fe of Fashinglon Price, by y Mary Webb, the mother and next
Jriend of the suid Susanna,

MosT AUMBLY SHOWETH,

‘That & petition (it is said) signed by Thomas Price, and by Washington Price, the hus-
Band of your Petitioner, hath been pr esented to, and is now before your Body,.which in matter,
as s ell as inwanner and style, evinces a rancorous hostility on the part of one of the Subscrl-
bers to your very wnpcctl‘ul but very unhappy Petitioner.

‘ Tiat your vetitiouer, by her vext friend as aforesaid, without attempting to inquire
whether that Petition be in its phraseology and style such us comports with the dignity of the
Tiouse o receive, or its matter such as it can Cunstltutmn(\lly entertain, or actupon; and with-

out slouping to criticise, or descending to notice, the scurrilous vulgarity of expression indul-
gediin as regards your Petitioner, wwho is more sinned against than sivhings” and who, if dis.
posed to bandy hard names with her persecutor, M. Thomas I'rice, could fxpplv some without
conrantting any outiage on truth, (though she would on decormn,) for their correctness would
Be estabhished by every man, woman and childs in his neighborhood, not divectly dependant on
hi, tuat have known or poticed his career through life; but your Pctitioner’s indulging in
such a couwrse of vecrimination, (if she may with atrict propricty use the term,) is forbidden
as well by deficacy, and the high respect she entertains for your Body—a Body, ‘he pride
aud the boast of the State—as !n the sincere love and ardent affection she bears her dear and
fasefully wedded husband; a husband, who has béen voluntarily chosen fiom among many ri.

vals vy her waiden, virgin heart, and whaose father shie therefore feels herself irresistibly com-
])"ilmi to reverence, as bem: the author, under God of the existence of her dearly and tru.
iy veloved and honored hustand, even l!mugll that, father be her tedducer and pevsecutor; for
ardent adfeetion, such as your Petitioner’s, throws a cloak over matters which cold hearts and
money making heads never surmoant. or forgets as all the doors which cli.u'uy and good will
throw open m veconciliation awe, with such, clused forever,

That thuugh your Petitioner has heard with astonishment and sorrow, that charges of
the most serious, the ‘must heinous, and the most detestable nature have been made ‘Wamst hier
by ihomas Price, Esq. her revered futher-in-law, she is uttellv at aloss what ('oul's(\ to pur-
sue to assert her vested rights—rights consecrated by, religion, by lIaw, and by the éxpericnce

of ages and of our p o*romtm'm bl‘camv they are’'the righ ts of marriage, vencrable from ages,

and mth(lto sucred in tho ry -s uf piblic pohrw, and of sound mgrality—or the Pmtxon of
Mr. Thomas Price was received and acted on by your. Honorable Body, without any regular
Totice thereof being givén t6 your Petitioner of to any ‘of her friends, by which she could be
made a party tiael‘e‘tt), as she of rvight should bave been, nor has any commnunication ever been
made to her on the part ofyor by, your Honorable Body relative to the said proceeding against
her, nor should she have known that such proceedings .1gamst her were in train, or progress-
ing betore your Body, but for an insilting memnra.n(lum, in the nature of a notice, subscribed
by Thomas and by Was’mwton Price, and forwarded to your Petitioner; who, as being under
the age of foarteen years nul a ‘married woman, was, and is, ll'lC'lp'\bl\, of acting, e‘u‘ept by
her g um-dmn and next friends which meworandum, with marked disvespect, rcquu'ed the in-
‘ stant attendance of your Petitioner before your Body, but which memorandum or notice being
but the act of an unauthorised individual, as she conceived, she did’ not, nor does not, thmk
herself’ bound to nbey, however much that individual (Mr. Price) so giving her notice -of his

own authority to appear before your Budy, may presume on the influence the actual. possession

of inordinaie wealth wmay pEl'(‘h'l-l(‘e give him; or however well assured he may think himself

of the support and patronage of great and influciitial Wwen, acting upon prejudices imbibed by
arable Bodv, made known to her agreca- .
s of your Bmly, she wou]d have p'ud,

mhwpl L\sent.\num, for to as uﬁi(‘nl act ul’ your Hm'

c hidence of yo an Jllst
Bady ¥ and such is her conscinusness of the pumtv of her life and mtentmns, and her'innocence

of the foul, slanderous, and malignant calumniés so’ industriously “circulated” to- destroy her -

fair famo, prosperity, and peace of mjnd for.ever, and further the inténtions of her per:
by ‘insidiously enlisting the prejudices of the individeals composing your Honorabli
against your unhappy Petxtlonel- and thereby satiating his’ hostility to'} hea
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